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THE FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 

The first annual meeting of The American Association of Teach- 
ers of Spanish was held in the Great Hall of The College of the City 
of New York, December 29, 1917. Though the day was one of the 
coldest and stormiest ever known in New York City, the meeting 
was attended by one hundred and thirty members, representing 
nearly every State in the Union. Teachers from elementary, junior 
high and senior high schools, from colleges and universities were 
present. A good many visitors also attended. Fine interest and 
good-fellowship characterized the formal and the informal gather- 
ings of the day. The morning session was devoted to the following 
program : 

Presiding, Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins, Temporary President of the Association. 
Secretary, Dr. Alfred Coester. 

MORNING SESSION 

Beginning at 10 o'clock. 

Address of Welcome by President Mezes of The College of the City of New 

York. 
Spanish Folk-Songs: Bolera 

Rondeiia Senorita Maria Paz Gainsborg 

Senorita Lolita Cabrera Gainsborg at the piano. 
La literatura contemporanea en la ensenanza del castellano. 

Professor Federico de Onis, Columbia University. 
Songs : Aria from Goyescas, Enrique Granados 

A Granada, F. M. Alvarez Senorita Gainsborg 

The International Institute and Intellectual Life in Madrid Today. 

Miss Susan D. Huntington, Director of the International Institute. 

Song : Lo que estd de Dios, Cancion Espanola, Poesia de Manuel del Palacio ; 

Musica del Maestro F. A. Barbieri 

Senorita Emilia Vergeri, Dramatic Soprano. 

Senor Ricardo Nicosia, Maestro concertatore, at the piano. 

The Teaching of Spanish Pronunciation. 

Senor J. Moreno-Lacalle, United States Naval Academy. 
Song: La Madrilena, Cancion Espanola por Francisco Hernandez 
Senorita Emilia Vergeri. 
Senor Ricardo Nicosia, at the piano. 
Necesidad de la Creadon de un Centro literario hispano en Nueva York. 
Senor Manuel Gonzalez, Z., ex-Consul General of Costa Rica in 
New York. 
Piano Solo : El Pelele, Enrique Granados. 

Senorita Lolita Cabrera Gainsborg. 
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The address of Professor Onis was so inspiring that it should 
be known and pondered by every one who teaches Spanish. It is 
hoped that a summary of it may be given in the May number of 
Hispania. Miss Huntington spoke most interestingly of the intel- 
lectual life of Madrid and of the International Institute. Mr. Mo- 
reno-Lacalle showed how he had adapted the Vietor phonetic chart 
to instruction in Spanish and explained his method of teaching the 
pronunciation of Spanish. Mr. Gonzalez spoke with unusual elo- 
quence and power. It was a delight to hear him. 

After a good luncheon served by the college caterer in the fac- 
ulty dining-room, an informal social hour was passed in the Red 
Room from whose wide windows one sees stretched out before him 
a large part of the great city. Meanwhile the temporary Executive 
Council, seven of whom were present, held a session. This was fol- 
lowed by the business meeting of the Association. 

The report of the temporary Secretary-Treasurer showed that the 
Association came to its first annual meeting with upwards of four 
hundred paid-up members and twelve life members. The next order 
of business was the consideration of the proposed constitution 
which was presented by Professor Fuentes. This was read article 
by article, discussed and adopted. As this instrument differs in 
many important respects from that printed in the Organization 
Number of Hispania, it is printed in this number. 

In the absence of Professor Fitz-Gerald, Mr. E. S. Harrison 
presented the report of the Committee on Nominations. Mr. Archer 
M. Huntington of New York and Mr. Juan C. Cebrian were then 
elected Honorary Presidents. The following officers were elected 
for the next two years : President, Lawrence A. Wilkins, Board of 
Education, New York City ; First Vice-President, Rudolph Schevill, 
University of California; Second Vice-President, Ventura Fuentes, 
The College of the City of New York; Third Vice-President, 
Charles Philip Wagner, University of Michigan ; Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Alfred Coester, Commercial High School, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Additional Members of the Executive Council, Clifford G. Allen, 
Leland Stanford Junior University ; Charles P. Harrington, Culver 
Military Academy ; Josephine W. Holt, John Marshall High School, 
Richmond, Va. ; J. Warshaw, University of Missouri. 

Mr. Wilkins, on assuming the office of President, made a plea 
for unity of effort and asked that "we do not lift up our heads too 
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high in the clouds of theory, that we keep our feet on the solid 
ground of fact and common sense and our hearts filled with enthu- 
siasm." He said that our Association should make as its first aim 
that of helping the teacher of Spanish to become a better teacher of 
Spanish, no matter whether he be a college professor or a junior- 
high-school teacher; that we should work for the establishment of 
local chapters and an increase of membership ; that our ideal should 
be one of mutual aid in a common cause; that Hispania is to be 
a practical magazine devoted to the above-mentioned purposes 
rather than an excessively learned and theoretical review ; that the 
needs of the great body of secondary-school teachers would always 
be carefully observed ; that the past had seen the waning usefulness 
of some modern language journals because the societies conducting 
them had lost sight of those particular needs; that we have no 
quarrel with any other body of language teachers, but feel the need 
of our own organization. 

The following motions were carried: 

That the President be empowered as a committee of one to make with 
Columbia University, if possible, a joint arrangement for bringing to this 
country for the coming summer professors who customarily give summer 
courses in Madrid and have them give these courses under the auspices of 
Columbia University, The American Association of Teacheis of Spanish, 
and the Centro de Estudios Historicos of Madrid. 

That the President appoint a committee to make investigations and 
recommendations for the correlation and co-ordination of the teaching of 
Spanish in the high schools and the colleges, this committee to study particu- 
larly the question of the acceptance of Spanish on a par with French and 
German for entrance to college and to make a report in time that it may be 
printed in the issue of Hispania for May, 1918. 

That the President appoint a committee, to report at the next annual 
meeting, on the kind and amount of realia to be recommended for use in 
courses in elementary Spanish. 

That the President appoint a committee to select honorary members of 
the Association, in keeping with the revised and adopted reading of Section 
3 of Article III of the Constitution, this committee to report at the next 
annual meeting. 

That the President appoint a committee of three to report to the Execu- 
tive Council as soon as possible on a design for a seal of the Association. 
These committees to be appointed by mail. 

That the Secretary-Treasurer compose and send a telegram of greeting 
and gratitude to Mr. Juan C. Cebrian and a letter of similar import to Mr. 
Archer M. Huntington. 
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Very complimentary remarks were made by the Secretary-Treas- 
urer concerning the work of Dr. Roessler as advertising manager. 

The meeting adjourned after a vote of thanks to Professor 
Fuentes for excellent services as chairman of the local committee 
on entertainment. 



Our list of members proves to be so long that it would occupy 
twelve to fourteen pages. We believe our readers would prefer 
more interesting matter. Therefore, though we promised such a list 
in lieu of receipts for dues, we are not printing it. If you receive 
this number of Hispania, you will know that your dues were re- 
ceived and duly recorded, because we are sending this number only 
to paid subscribers. 

However, in justice to our life members who have manifested 
so much faith in our success, we print their names as they were 
read in the Secretary's report at the annual meeting, in the order 
of their adhesion : 

Mr. Archer M. Huntington, New York. 

Mr. Juan C. Cebrian, San Francisco. 

(Siendo profesores todos los demas, pueden pasar sin trata- 
miento.) 

Lawrence A. Wilkins, New York. 

Alfred Coester, New York. 

Aurelio M. Espinosa, Stanford University, Cal. 

Felipe Fernandez, Tulane University of Louisiana, New Orleans. 

Joseph G. Ruix, Sioux City, Iowa. 

George W. H. Shield, Los Angeles. 

Henry Alfred Todd, New York. 

George Bingham Taylor, Port Deposit, Md. 

Carlos Bransby, Berkeley, Cal. 

Maximo Iturralde, New York. 

Charles B. Drake, University of Chicago, Chicago, 111. 

We still need the moral and financial support of more life mem- 
bers. Be courageous, enthusiastic, and self-sacrificing so that we 
may add your name to this roll. 

Alfred Coester, Secretary-Treasurer. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 



